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ST. PAUL'S FIRST CHURCH EVENTS
AS RECORDED - 1890-1935

1890:

December 17, 1890 — An organizational meeting was held in Concert
Hall, Center Square Hanover, to discuss and act on the development
of a third Lutheran congregation in this town.

December 22, 1890 — The Third Lutheran Church of Hanover was
formed with thirty-nine (39) members. Thirty-one (31) dismissal
certificates from other churches and seven (7) new members upon
profession of faith were the charter members along with the pastor.
There were eight (8) members with the name Michael. Rev. Schindler
was the leader of the founding group.

From the organizational meeting until completion of the first church
building, services were held at Concert Hall. (Concert Hall was
located on the southwest corner of the square where M & T bank is
currently located.) It was an established custom to do one Sunday
Service a month in German due to member background. Rev. D.J.
Haner did this sermon.

1891:

Sunday, June 14, 1891 — The corner stone was laid.

1892:

January 3, 1892 — The dedication of the first church building located
on West Walnut Street and known as Third Lutheran Church of
Hanover was held at the 10 a.m. Service. The total cost of building
the church including lots, property, building and equipment was
$5,467.13. The business of building a church home must have been
uppermost in the minds of the members as the church was completed
in less than thirteen (13) months after the congregation was
organized. The Sunday Church School was also organized.

1893:

In May additional property was purchased for approximately $2,000
on Walnut Street to add to the church property.

Sunday, June 25, 1893 — Rev. Schindler passed away at 8:40 a.m.
Rev. Joel Swartz and Rev. D.J. Haner officiated at the funeral
service. Interment was made in Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

September 24, 1893 — At a congregational meeting, the name of Rev.
S.E. Herring of Newville, Pennsylvania was presented for
consideration as pastor of the church. Rev. Herring was our second
pastor serving from 1893 — 1899. At this time the church was
received into the West Pennsylvania Synod.

1898:

Sunday, April 30, 1898 — A rededication of the church was held.
About $300 was spent to further beautify and equip the church by
painting, fencing and installing a furnace. A paid fireman attended the
service because of fire danger with the furnace.

1899:

Rev. Herman S. Cooke became our third pastor serving until 1904.

1904:

Rev. Augustus C. Forscht became our fourth pastor serving until
1908.

1906:

Sunday, April 29, 1906 — The congregation decided in need of
additional space a chapel was attached to the side of the church on
Walnut Street (formally known as Water Street) and a furnace was
installed. The cost of the chapel was $1,675, and the furnace cost
was $625.

Sunday, December 2, 1906 — The Chapel with improvements was
dedicated. Contractor was John and William Coulson.

1907:

The first organ was installed.

1908:

Rev. William J. Redcay became our fifth pastor serving until 1924.

19009:

September 19, 1909 — The former Women'’s Missionary Society now
known as the Women of the E.L.C.A. was organized at church.

1910:

The church orchestra was organized.



1912:

April — The present name of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
was adopted.

1913:

Electric lights were installed.

1914:

The Baltimore Street parsonage was sold for $5,500. Another
property at 233 Baltimore Street was then purchased for $5,000 to
serve as parsonage.

1915:

The Primary Sunday School floor was carpeted and the walls
frescoed.

1922:

A replacement organ was installed. This was the second one.

1924

A gallery was placed in the rear of the church sanctuary. Lights were
changed and the basement was remodeled. O.H. Hostetter,
contractor did the remodel at a cost f $1,292. While this work was
being done, the church conducted their worship service in the
Hanover YMCA building which was located on York Street in the
present Lyric Band Building.

Rev. Oscar Dean became our sixth pastor serving until 1939.

1925:

April — A Building Fund was started for a new church.

1926:

The Boy Scout Troop at St. Paul’'s was organized.

1927:

May 8, 1927 — The decision was made to purchase the ground on
which the main part of this church now stands. Two side by side plots
of land were purchased. The first plot was 110 x 14 and purchased
for $1,000. The second plot 57.5 x 230 was purchased for $10,000.
Both plots have frontage on York Street.

May 12, 1927 — The large building which stood at the corner of York
Street and Middle Street was purchased by the congregation for
$13,800. The building was completely remodeled and converted into
a Parish house, a store room and four apartments. The work was
done by Charles Martin, contractor at a price of $3,500.

September 26, 1927 — The Parish house was dedicated as the
educational and social center of the church

1934:

April 29, 1934 — The congregation approved the general plans
submitted by the architects for a new church, authorized construction,
authorized the necessary financial loan and authorized the
appointment of a construction committee.

Sunday, July 22, 1934 — Ground breaking services were conducted in
the afternoon.

October 7, 1934 — The cornerstone for the main church building we
have today was laid. O.H. Hostetter was the General Contractor. The
Bible verse stone next to the cornerstone is Ephesians 2:20. “Built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone.”

1935:

September 1, 1935 — The Walnut Street Church was used by our
congregation for the last time. For a time it was rented to various
religious groups and was finally sold for $4,000. Later it was removed
from the scene to make room for a parking lot. The organ from the
Walnut Street church was rebuilt for the new church dedication. At
one time, the Walnut Street church was rented to Ralph Rudisill who
conducted services known as The Gospel Fellowship Tabernacle.
Their service known as The Gospel Hour was broadcast over WORK
every Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.



ST. PAUL'S CURRENT CHURCH EVENTS
AS RECORDED
1935 - 2010

This is very briefly what has happened, but words so few do not tell
the whole story. Nor do they recount the sacrifices made by a whole
congregation. They do not speak of hundreds of little children
bringing their small offerings and adults working with hand and heart,
week in and week out for ten years (10) in order that this new House
of God might be, for them, a reality; that their visions and hopes might
be realized; that their dreams might come true. Very few churches
have been built in this county, into which have the direct labors and
sacrifices of such a large number of people. Sixty-five (65) memorials
and gifts are a mute, if only a partial testimony of this devotion. This
almost Colonial structure is built in a modified form of a Roman
Cross. The graceful wren spire rises 120 feet above the sidewalk and
is the crowning feature. Large cornice, massive columns, narthex,
nave, transepts and sanctuary, combine to make the auditorium.
Behind and under this are rooms, provided and equipped for religious
education, and social services. The necessary parlors, rest-rooms,
offices, choir rooms, etc. are also provided. This building is now a
complete unit. The congregation was very thankful and happy that it
has at last realized this long cherished ambition for the Kingdom of
Christ. We face the future with every expectation of greater
development and progress. With faith in our church and enthusiasm
in Christian services we go “Forward for our Master.”

1935:

September 8, 1935 — The first service was held and the new church
was dedicated at the 10:30 a.m. service. The first pastor which also
served at the Walnut St. location was Rev. Oscar C. Dean. In the new
church location, he served from September 1, 1935 until Saturday,
May 27, 1939. He passed away at Hanover General Hospital at 1:55
p.m. He served from 1924 to 1939.

The splendid painting above the altar is the work of Mr. B. Hay Gilbert
of the Rudy Glass Co., Inc. of York, Pennsylvania. The painting was
dedicated in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. John Keitle by their
children.

The kneeling railing was a gift from St. Matthew’s Church which had
been in use by them for approximately 100 years.

October 13, 1935 — The Luther League was forerunner of present
PUFFF group. (PUFFF stands for People United for Fun and
Fellowship.) The first public meeting was chaired by Rev. Dean.

September 15, 1935 (Confirmation Sunday) — Thirty-two boys and
girls formed the first Confirmation Class to be confirmed in this new
church.

1939:

May 27, 1939 — Rev. Oscar C. Dean passed away.

December 7, 1939 — Rev. Paul Levi Foulk came to Hanover and
preached his first sermon at St. Paul's. Rev. Foulk will become the
longest serving pastor at St. Paul’s with approximately 17 years of
service. Rev. Foulk was our seventh pastor serving until 1957. Rev.
Foulk was installed as pastor on December 31, 1939, and he and his
wife celebrated their birthdays also on the same date.

1940:

It was noted that Miss Nora B. Michael was the only one of thirty-nine
charter members still attending church at St. Paul’s. As of this time no
woman has ever served on church council.

1941:

The Girl Scouts were organized.

1942:

May, 1942 — The original church on Walnut Street sold for $4,000 and
was named Hanover Gospel Tabernacle.

The 8:15 a.m. service was added with 42 persons attending.

1945:

The 8:30 a.m. services began.

1946:

Asst. Pastor Rev. Charles W. Aurand served as our eighth pastor
until May 16, 1949.

Cub Scouts were organized. At one time, they were the second
largest pack in the nation. On the roll at that time were 168.



1949:

Radio Station WHVR went on the air in January. St. Paul's’ assumed
the responsibility of broadcasting a service from the church each
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

1951:

Church membership of 1,400 and a Sunday School membership of
over 1,000 started the discussion of adding a Sunday School wing.

December 30, 1951 — A memorial plague was placed in the narthex
of the church commemorating and citing the thirty-nine (39) charter
members who organized St. Paul’s. The only surviving member of
that group was Miss Norma B. Michael who took part in the service.
1952:

A Bell Fund was established to finance a church bell.

1954:
November, 1954 — Purchased a peal of bells.

December 5, 1954 — The bells were installed and dedicated. The
bells weighted 800 Ibs., 350 Ibs., and 250Ibs. Musical notes are B-
Flat, F and D.

June 1, 1954 — Vacation Church Bible School started with 234 pupils
and teachers taking part.

September, 1954 — The Brownie Scout Troop was organized.

Rev. Robert E. Thomas became our ninth pastor serving until 1956.

1955:

February — Work began on a new 3 story Sunday School Wing facing
Middle Street.

1956:

January 8, 1956 — The new Sunday School Wing was dedicated. The
cost was approximately $99,000.

December 30, 1956 — Rev. Foulk preached his last sermon after 17
years of service.

1957:

April 21, 1957 — The highest attendance in the history of the Sunday
School was recorded on Easter Sunday morning. Attendance was
1,054.

Rev. Howard W. Hinkeldey became our tenth pastor serving until
1961.

1960:
The Golden Age Group formed.

Rev. S. Alan Rudy became our eleventh pastor serving until 1961.

1962:

Rev. George E. Stauffer became our twelfth pastor serving until 1968.

1964:

Rev. H. Edward Fisher became our thirteenth pastor serving until
1967.

1965:

Miss Alice Michael left New York City on Labor Day to go to Tanzania
in Africa to serve as a school teacher for children of missionaries who
were serving in that section of Africa. She was the only world
missionary from this church.

1968:

Rev. Elwood Culp became our fourteenth pastor serving until 1972.

1969:
Rev. William H. Stotler became our fifteenth pastor serving until 1970.

The parking lot at the corner of Middle Street and McAllister Street
was paved and put into use.

1972:

Rev. Jack Hoffman became our sixteenth pastor serving until 1985.

1973:

Rev. Donald Derby became our seventeenth pastor serving until
1975.



1976:

Rev. Glenn E. Ludwig became our eighteenth pastor serving until
1980.

1979:

Major renovations were made to the church steeple.

1981:

Rev. Richard M. Olson became our nineteenth pastor serving until
1991.

1982:

January 3, 1982 — The sermon by Rev. Jack Hoffman was from
Romans 15:14-19. “We have traveled far, but not yet arrived.”

1985:

December 15, 1985 — The Rev. Jack Hoffman preached his last
sermon at St. Paul's as senior pastor.

1986:

Rev. William H. Cluley was our twentieth pastor serving until 1988.

1989:

Rev. Barbara Winey was our twenty-first pastor serving until 1992.

1992:

Rev. Douglas E. Johnson was our twenty-second pastor serving until
2002.

1994:

R. David Berndt has served as Associate in Ministry 1994-present.

2002:

Rev. Larry McConnell served as interim pastor until 2003.

2003:

Rev. Timothy J. Kielley was our twenty-third pastor serving until
20009.

2008:

Rev. Christina Minnich was our twenty-fourth pastor serving until
present.

2010:

Rev. Larry McConnell served as interim pastor until present.

During the 120 year history of St. Paul's, two pastors died while
serving the congregation. Rev. Schindler on June 25, 1893 and
Rev. Oscar Dean May 27, 1939.

Our oldest living congregational member is John Geiman at age
107.

SONS OF ST. PAUL'S

St. Paul's congregation has seen ten (10) of its sons enter the
Christian ministry.

David S. Martin

W. Harold Redcay

Donald Reid Stonesifer
Douglas E. Cromer

Robert H. Trone

Richard F. Michael

Dwane L. Michael

Dwight A. Kessler

Chester Carbaugh (Methodist)*
R. Adam Berndt*



PASTORS OF ST. PAUL’S NOTES
Dr. Daniel Schindler 1890-1893
S. E. Herring 1893-1899
Herman S. Cooke 1899-1904
Dr. A. C. Forscht 1904-1908
Dr. William 1. Redcay 1908-1924
Dr. Oscar C. Dean 1924-1939
Paul Levi Foulk 1939-1957
Charles W. Aurand * 1946-1949
Robert E. Thomas * 1954-1956
Howard W. Hinkeldey 1957-1961
S. Alan Ruby * 1960-1961
George E. Stauffer 1962-1968
H. Edward Fisher 1964-1967
Elwood J. Culp 1968-1972
William H. Stotler * 1969-1972
Jack R. Hoffman 1972-1985
Donald A. Derby * 1973-1975
Glenn E. Ludwig * 1976-1980
Richard M. Olson 1981-1991
William H. Cluley * 1986-1988
Barbara Winey * 1989-1992
Dr. Douglas E. Johnson 1992-2002
Timothy J. Kielley 2003-2009
Christina Minnich* 2008-present

* - Pastors that faithfully served the congregation, but are not
currently listed on the brass plaques in the narthex.
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